What is claimed is: 

1 . An electronic device, comprising: 
a processor; 

an output device connected to the processor for issuing a stimulus to a user 
of the electronic device; 

at least one input device connected to the processor and responsive to user 
input activity; and 

a device lock module associated with the processor for (i) implementing 
restrictions on user access to the electronic device if user input activity falls below a 
threshold; and (ii) redetermining the threshold if a stimulus is issued by the output 

device. 

2. The electronic device of claim 1 wherein the threshold includes a lack of user 
input activity within a timed period, the device lock module configured for 
redetermining the timed period if the stimulus is issued by the output device within 
the timed period. 

3. The electronic device of claim 2 wherein the device lock module is configured 
for setting an initial value for the timed period; monitoring for user input activity within 
the timed period and if user input activity is not detected within the timed period then 
implementing the restrictions on user access; and monitoring for issuance of the 
stimulus within the timed period and if the stimulus is issued during the timed period, 
resetting a time remaining in the timed period to a second value less than the initial 
value. 

4. The electronic device of claim 3 wherein if the stimulus is issued during the 
timed period the time remaining in the timed period is reset to the second value only 
when the time remaining in the timed period when the stimulus is issued exceeds 
the second value. 
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5. The electronic device of claim 3 wherein the device lock module is configured 
for tracking user response times to issued stimulj and adjusting the second value 
based on the tracked user response times. 

6. The electronic device of claim 1 wherein the stimulus includes at least one of 
an aural stimulus and a physical stimulus. 

7. The electronic device of claim 1 wherein the electronic device is a mobile 
communications device enabled for communications over a wireless network, and 
the processor is configured for causing the output device to issue the stimulus when 
the electronic device receives a new communication addressed to it over the 
wireless network. 

8. The electronic device of claim 7 wherein the new communication is selected 
from the group consisting of an electronic message and an incoming telephone call. 

9. The electronic device of claim 1 wherein the electronic device includes an 
event scheduling application associated with the processor for generating event 
reminders, the processor being configured for causing the output device to issue the 
stimulus when an event reminder is generated. 

10. The electronic device of claim 1 wherein stimulus are issued for at least two 
different types of events, the threshold being redetermined based on the type of 
event for which the stimulus is issued. 

11. A method for providing security for a mobile communications device, including 
steps of: 

monitoring for predetermined user interaction with the mobile communications 
device; 

locking the mobile communications device if the predetermined user 
interaction is not detected within a predetermined lockout time interval; and 
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. resetting the lockout time interval to a shorter value if a user stimulus is 
issued by the mobile communications device. 

12. The method of claim 1 1 wherein in the resetting step is performed based on if 
a time remaining in the lockout time interval is greater than the shorter value. 

13. The method of claim 1 1 including monitoring for new communications 
received by the mobile communications device and issuing the user stimulus in 
response to receiving a new communication at the mobile communications device. 

14. The method of claim 1 1 including monitoring a length of time for user 
interaction to occur after the user stimulus has been issued and adjusting the shorter 
value based thereon. 

15. A mobile device, comprising: 
a processor; 

at least a first input device connected to the processor for providing input 
signals thereto; and 

an output device connected to the processor for providing output to a user of 
the mobile device; 

the processor being configured for determining location information for the 
mobile device based on input signals received from the first input device and 
adjusting an operating characteristic of the electronic device based on the 
determined location information. 

16. The mobile device of claim 15 including a device lock function associated with 
the processor for implementing restrictions on user access to the mobile device if 
input activity for the mobile device falls below a threshold and subsequently 
removing the restrictions on user access upon receiving a predetermined user input, 
the operating characteristic including a security setting of the device lock function. 



17. The mobile device of claim 16 wherein the security setting determines the 
predetermined user input required to subsequently remove the restrictions on user 
access. 

18. The mobile device of claim 17 wherein the security setting determines which 
of a plurality of predetermined passwords is required to be used as the 
predetermined user input to the mobile device to remove the restrictions on user 
access. 

19. The mobile device of claim 16 wherein the security setting determines the 
threshold. 

20. The mobile device of claim 1 6 wherein the first input device includes an 
interface for docking the mobile device to a desktop computer, the location 
information being determined based on whether the mobile device is docked to the 
desktop computer. 

21 . The mobile device of claim 20 wherein the security setting of the device lock 
function is set to mirror that of the desktop computer when the mobile device is 
docked to the desktop computer. 

22. The mobile device of claim 16 wherein the first input device includes a GPS 
receiver. 

23. The mobile device of claim 16 wherein the first input device includes a 
wireless communications subsystem connected to the processor for exchanging 
communications signals with a wireless network including a plurality of base 
stations, the location information being determined based on identities of the base 
stations. 



24. The mobile device of claim 15 wherein the mobile device is enabled for 
receiving electronic messages and includes a message filtering module associated 
with the processor for filtering electronic messages received by the mobile device, 
the operating characteristic including filtering criteria for filtering the electronic 
messages. 

25. A method for providing security to a mobile electronic device including steps 
of: 

receiving input signals from an input device of the mobile electronic device; 

determining if the mobile electronic device is in a secure location based on 
the input signals; and 

applying a first security setting to the mobile electronic device if it is in the 
secure location and applying a second security setting to the mobile electronic 
device if it is not in the secure location. 

26. The method of claim 25 wherein the first security setting specifies a first 
countdown timer value within which the mobile electronic device will be locked if 
user interaction with the mobile electronic device is not detected, and the second 
security setting specifies a second, shorter, countdown timer value within which the 
mobile electronic device will be locked if user interaction with the mobile electronic 
device is not detected. 

27. The method of claim 25 wherein the first security setting specifies one 
password required for unlocking the mobile electronic device and the second 
security setting specifies an other password required for unlocking the mobile 
electronic device. 
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